Elisabeth Rehn:  How Far Have We Come in Ten Years? A Critical View
On the road of 1325  leading to this moment, 10 years later,  the International Women Leader’s Colloquium in Liberia played a crucial roll.  During the more than 3 years of  preparation for the Colloquium, numerous workshops for 1325, meetings with the women from the African organisations, but also with world leaders, we could present a Call to Action, which in many parts has been implemented.  New resolutions were born, 1820, 1888, 1889, but in fact they were  not even necessary, 1325 was a sufficient base for implementation.
In Monrovia we called for a SRSG for 1325, we got the position but narrowed to Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict, and  Margot Wallström was appointed to this important post.

Finally the long lasting and problematic  process of the different Women entities included in one, the UN Women, was brought to a happy end, with Michelle Bachelet was appointed to serve as the UNUSG.

She has made a strong schedule for her office:  100 days of strategy planning, with clear goals.  Stress will be on MDG, 1325 and women’s empowerment, with a strong view against sexual violence.

Now our concern must be to get the two positions functional – in clear text:  funded sufficiently.

Margot Wallström has a very small staff, and only if  UN Women will be generously funded Bachelet can successfully fulfil all the expectations directed to the entity.
This is a common responsibility for all governments.

Recently I spent 3 weeks in DRC, travelling to south and north Kivu, to the Oriental and Equatorial provinces, invited by the UNHCHR Navi Pillay to in a small team interview survivors of sexual violence committed by armed groups.

Our aim was not to react on the brutalities as such, but to find out from the victims themselves what they need for a life after the rape, mostly thrown out by their husbands because of been “unfaithful” to them.

The answers were very practical.

First of all peace and security, to be able to continue their farming, work at the home, take care of the children.

Education for the children, especially the girls

Medical care, on time before the limit of 72 hours for HIV, perhaps mobile clinics

Psychosocial counceling – talking in groups with other victims of rape  has been helpful to understand you are not alone

Small loans, to be able to start business again, to feed the family, right articles
And an own house, or a plot of land, as everything has been taken away from them.

These are very simple steps as such, but need a lot of understanding from the male population, who still in DRC, and also Uganda, are strongly prisoners of their traditions and old customs.  I have made it quite clear that we need allies from the men, strong men who are courageous enough to stand up and speak for their women.  I am seriously looking for Africans,  also men from the Middle East like Afganistan, who could be the role models.  Women have laid the ground for the implementation of the SCR 1325, now we need to work hand in hand with men to reach the results.
The creation of National Action Plans is an important element, so is Twinning and Regional Action Plans.  I specially stress the importance of the process itself.  It is important in the creation of NAP:s that the civil society works together with different ministries of the governments, who commit them selves to get measurable results, and with a responsibility.  The process of Regional Action Plans is even more interesting, when former enemies like the Great Lakes Region are finding each other in the preparation of a RAP!  The same is now happening in the South Eastern Europe, the Regional Women’s Lobby is in the end of November meeting to work on their plans for 1325.  In Pacific there is a lot of Regional cooperation on 1325.  We should encourage and support many others for the same kind of cooperation.
Sometimes I am most hesitant to the real value of the Gender work included in peace operations.  When directly asked, women admit the IC has not brought real support for the women and their role in leadership.  IC is too shy to contest traditions and customs, as they see them.  Like in the case of Afghanistan we should remember the women were educated, free, working outside the home, until the Taliban regime.  Can we not bring them back to the time before Taliban, really not so many years ago?
I am proud for the work women are doing in peace operations, certainly often the key 

to open a difficult lock to the real life of a society.  Our women police, our gender trainers, are most valuable for the success of an operation.  Women also have to take the burden of being role models, so much needed.  This is relevant especially for the highest level of operations.  

I hope my own country Finland will continue to support the work for women’s empowerment in the fragile parts of the world. It is just not a question of equality, it is much more a question of economic survival and democratic development  of the country, not to mention the fight against corruption.  Corruption is undermining all the work for the rule of law.  When a woman cannot rely on the police when reporting, and even not on the court because of the bribes, they have very few options for their lives. 

And to understand this, we need the men as our allies.

